Design.art

Art-Theoretical Analysis: Caramel Code
1. Title and Semantic Ambiguity

The title Caramel Code deliberately merges two
contrasting semantic fields:

e Caramel evokes sensuality, sweetness,
warmth, materiality, and culinary association.

o Code refers to structure, systems, rules,
legibility, and abstraction.

This pairing creates a tension between sensual pleasure and rational order, suggesting that
something tactile and bodily is simultaneously meant to be read or decoded.

2. Code as an Aesthetic Principle

From an art-theoretical perspective, a “code” is not fixed content but a system of rules that
produces meaning:

e Codes organize perception without fully determining it.

e They generate repetition, rhythm, and expectation.
In Caramel Code, the code is realized visually and materially rather than linguistically:
Meaning arises through arrangement, repetition, and difference—not through explicit signs.

The viewer senses structure without achieving full decipherment.

3. Materiality: Caramel as a Threshold Substance
Caramel is a highly charged material:
¢ It exists between solid and liquid, control and chance.
e Itis heat-dependent, temporally unstable, and intensely sensory.
Within Bratschi’s broader practice (often transforming food into permanence), caramel stands for:
o transformation,
o state change,
¢ temporal fragility.

As a result, the “code” itself becomes unstable—always on the verge of change.



4. Form, Repetition, and Legibility

Formal elements such as rows, patterns, or modular units function as a visual syntax:
e Repetition creates order,
e Variation generates meaning.

Yet unlike digital or linguistic codes, Caramel Code resists total rationalization:

The form promises system; the material undermines it.

The work thus addresses the limits of legibility and control.

5. Perception Between Intellect and Sensation
Caramel Code challenges the viewer on two levels:
¢ intellectually (recognizing structure),
¢ sensorially (color, texture, association).
The work situates itself between:
¢ conceptual art (code, system, rule),
e material aesthetics (surface, color, corporeality).

Meaning emerges within the tension between these modes.

Conclusion

Caramel Code is a work about coded sensuality and sensual order.
It demonstrates:

¢ that systems are never neutral,
¢ that material shapes meaning,
¢ that not everything that looks like a code can be fully decoded.

The true “coding” occurs not solely within the object, but within the viewer’s perceptual and
interpretive process.



