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Art-Theoretical Analysis: Fly Agaric on Mushroom
Sauce

1. Title and Concept

The title Fly Agaric on Mushroom Sauce operates on
culinary and symbolic levels:

e Fly Agaric is an iconic, vividly colored mushroom associated with magic, myth,
nature, and danger.

¢ Mushroom Sauce refers to everyday cuisine and sensuality.

The combination creates a play between reality, symbolism, and humor, bridging the mundane
and the fantastical. The title suggests an aesthetic translation of the edible into art, where
material, form, and color are poetically intertwined.

2. Materiality and Transformation

e Bratschi typically works with everyday materials, here visually coded through culinary
reference (mushrooms, pasta, etc.).

e Preservation transforms ephemeral items into permanent, sculptural, autonomous
objects.

e Material and form create a contrast between sensuality, ephemerality, and symbolic
power, making the work humorous, poetic, and sensorial at once.

3. Color and Visual Effect

e The fly agaric is highly contrasting (red and white), while the mushroom sauce is
earthy, warm, and subdued.

e Color generates focus, rhythm, and visual tension.

e Coloris experienced relationally: contrast and harmony are phenomenological, not
decorative.

4. Form and Composition

e The central mushroom motif is placed in context, surface, and series, producing
rhythm, repetition, and pattern.

¢ The composition plays with balance between figurative recognizability and abstract
form.



¢ The viewer is invited to perceive detail, form, and color as a poetic unit.

5. Humor, Symbolism, and Perception

¢ Humor arises from the elevation of everyday food and the absurd combination of

mushroom and sauce.

e Symbolism (fly agaric as a magical natural motif) links the ordinary with myth, ritual,

and visual poetry.

e Perception is relational: the gaze, experience, and association complete the work.

Conclusion

Fly Agaric on Mushroom Sauce is a work about material transformation, color, symbolism, and

humor:
e Everyday material is poetically and visually charged.
e Color and form create focus, rhythm, and tension.

e The work’s magic emerges through interaction between object, color, form, and

viewer.



